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1. Executive Summary 
 

“Preliminary Impact Study: Valemount Glacier Resort Proposal” addresses the proposed Valemount 
BC glacier based resort, outlining impacts to the Village of McBride BC and surrounding areas.  The 
proposed development presents considerable opportunities, as well as risks, to McBride and area.  Risks 
and risk mitigation strategies are examined in terms of economic, social and environmental factors.  

Incorporated in 1932, the Village of McBride has a footprint of 4.43 square km and a population of 675 
within village boundaries, serving approximately 2500 in the surrounding areas. For the purpose of this 
document, the description “McBride and Area” can be defined as the Village of McBride and its 
surrounding areas and small settlements.  This includes Crescent Spur and Dome Creek to the west, and 
the hamlet of Dunster to the east. 

McBride lies within BC’s Regional District of Fraser - Fort George. It is located on the Yellowhead 
Highway (BC Hwy # 16), 210 km east of Prince George BC, and 100 km west of BC’s Mount Robson 
Provincial Park.  McBride is approximately 80 km from the proposed Valemount glacier based resort. 

In January 2012, the developer Oberto Oberti of Pheidias Project Management Corporation presented a 
development proposal for the glacier resort to the Village of Valemount and the Regional District of 
Fraser - Fort George.  Oberti is also the developer of the Kicking Horse Mountain Ski Resort near 
Golden, BC.   The company filed an expression of interest with the provincial government to establish a 
glacier based ski resort in the Mount Trudeau and Mount Arthur Meighen area of the Premier Mountains.  
The resort would offer access to a high elevation glacier via electric gondola, previously accessible only 
via helicopter. 
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The proposed resort would offer year-round skiing, sight-seeing and adventure tourism opportunities.  It 
is widely believed that establishment of the resort will provide sustainable employment and economic 
development activity to the Valemount area.  Proponents of the Valemount development cite the Kicking 
Horse Resort as a similarly successful model, injecting $25 Million in local investment and creating 300 
full time jobs.  Development of the Kicking Horse Resort took approximately three years to complete.  
Currently the prime investment entity behind the Valemount development is North American Tungsten 
Corporation.  Additional investors are anticipated. 

Section 2 of this document focuses in on McBride and area, providing demographic data and a current 
assessment of “Priority Industry Segments”.  These industry segments, identified in recent area studies, 
are Tourism, Residential and Retirement Development, Senior Government Services, Agriculture and 
Forestry/Wood Products. 

Section 3 provides an Opportunities Assessment, presenting project focus, scope, and positive attributes 
followed by potential benefits.  Impacts to the Robson Valley as a whole are examined first.  These 
impacts and opportunities are more direct and easily identifiable, as the area contains the ski resort.  The 
situation is quite different in McBride, where it is not economically feasible to commute to Valemount for 
minimum wage.  The opportunities and impacts specific to McBride and area are less direct, but planning 
is no less critical.   

Section 3 then examines opportunities and impacts related specifically to McBride and immediate 
surroundings.  It outlines opportunities by “tourism industry sub-sectors” which are the local business 
categories most affected by tourism.  These include Lodging, Dining/Bar, Specialty Retail, 
Guiding/Outfitting, Fuel/Mechanical and Food/Grocery.  Primary attention is given to addressing the 
Tourism sector, because it is potentially the most affected by the proposed development. 

Section 4 presents impacts and opportunities as they relate to current studies and strategy documents 
which are employed to guide Community Development, Economic Development and Tourism Planning 
in the McBride area.  The documents are “Village of McBride 2010 Economic Action Plan”, and “Robson 
- Canoe Valleys Economic Opportunities Plan”, dated 2010.  Currently under development is the BC 
Ministry of Tourism, Jobs and Innovation’s ongoing pilot project “Barriere – McBride Regional 
Economic Development Plan”.  Synergies between the proposed resort development and this ongoing 
study are addressed. 

Section 5 outlines risks of the proposed development to McBride and area.  It is of primary importance 
because compared to possible areas of opportunity, the potential risks are less obvious, requiring analysis 
and planning.  These risks are categorized by risk Economic Risk Factors, Social Risk Factors and 
Environmental Risk Factors. 

Section 6 outlines recommended strategies to ensure that positive impact of the glacier resort 
development can be fully leveraged, and risks analyzed and mitigated in McBride and surrounding areas.  
Again, these strategies are categorized by Economic, Social and Environmental impact areas.   

Section 7 concludes the document with a Risk/Benefit analysis and summary of recommendations.  A 
final recommendation addresses the need to ensure that McBride and area has the economic means to plan 
ahead, and execute the recommended strategies.
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2. Current Assessment of Priority Industry Segments 
 
During the recent Robson - Canoe Valley Economic Opportunities planning study, five “Prioritized 
Economic Drivers”, or areas of opportunity, were identified for the “downstream”, or McBride area.  
These sectors were determined after studying the area’s core strengths and resources.  The study placed 
the sectors in the following priority order: 

• Lone Eagles (independent business people) 
• Senior Government Services 
• Forestry and Wood Products 
• Tourism 
• Agriculture 

 
McBride’s Economic Opportunities Plan also examines the area’s core skill sets and resources and 
integrates data from public survey.  That study similarly identified the priority areas of opportunity. In the 
context of this document, which identifies Valemount Glacier Resort impacts and opportunities, the same 
general sectors are affected, but the greatest impact and opportunities lie in the tourism and outdoors 
recreation sector. 
 
This impact study focuses on similar areas of opportunity, but places them in the following priority order 
based on the extent to which the sector is potentially impacted by the proposed resort development. 

• Tourism 
• Residential Development 
• Agriculture 
• Government Services 
• Forestry 

   
In each of the five categories, Tourism, Residential Development, Agriculture, Government Services and 
Forestry, general strengths and weaknesses are outlined.  While there is no need to repeat the efforts and 
findings of previous studies, the following material provides a high level baseline (current state) of the 
key sectors.  Because Tourism is the prominent sector impacted by the proposed resort, primary focus is 
placed on that assessment. 
 
 
2.1 Current Assessment: Tourism 
 
The McBride area receives significant economic stimulation from tourism and this is recognized as a key 
area for growth.  The area offers spectacular mountain scenery, pristine rivers with excellent fishing, 
small town charm and an abundance of outdoor activities.  The area is in close proximity to similar 
attractions in Valemount and Mount Robson Park.  Tourism is generally viewed as a positive area of 
activity and growth by residents; a means of economic stimulation which causes relatively little 
disturbance to the natural beauty and social character of the area.  During the recent Economic 
development public input survey, tourism was well supported as a positive direction. 
 
In winter, the McBride area has become recognized as a prime destination for motorized alpine sports; 
snowmobilers are increasingly bringing families and expanding their alpine activities to include 
snowboarding and backcountry skiing.  McBride offers extensive world-class snowmobile trails and 
destinations, plus related tours, sales and service.  It has become a well known weekend destination for 
snowmobile enthusiasts, many of whom originate in Alberta.  Although there is no formal demographic 
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data, these enthusiasts tend to be well employed and spend extensively on their equipment, 
accommodations, dining and entertainment. 
 
McBride has a well located, serviced airport and locally based helicopter service.  McBride and area 
offers world class heli-skiing and two heli-ski lodges of international caliber.  These are located at the 
town site and at Crescent Spur, west of McBride.  A well maintained Nordic ski trails centre is located 
just west of the town site, offering overnight cabin accommodations.  There are extensive opportunities 
for back country skiing and snow shoeing adventures. 
 
In summer, a variety of maintained trails for hiking, and alpine cabins for overnight visits offer 
spectacular “ecotourism” opportunities, and there is great potential for expansion.  The area offers 
knowledgeable hiking guides and a hiking group for all levels.  Mountain biking, ATV, River Boating, 
Rafting, Fishing and Horseback adventures are easily accessible from town and accommodations. 
 
In the autumn McBride is a well known destination for large game hunters.  These visitors contribute 
economic stimulation in the form of lodging, meals, equipment and guiding services.  Experienced 
guiding services are available. 
 
McBride offers four large motels and a variety of lodges plus family sized fully serviced cabins.  There 
are three RV campgrounds as well as bed and breakfast accommodations.  Accommodations are generally 
family oriented and comfortable. 
 
For events such as weddings, reunions, business meetings or training, McBride offers the Robson Valley 
Community Centre (RVCC), a new timber frame events venue seating 360.   RVCC offers kitchen 
facilities, dance floor, wet bar and audio-visual system.  The heli-ski lodge at McBride offers luxury 
accommodations in the off-season, including an executive meeting room with kitchen facilities.  The local 
Elks Lodge provides an older style meeting/entertainment venue with kitchen and catering at a reasonable 
cost.  In general, quality catering is available.  Attraction of visitors planning special events in McBride is 
currently an under-developed area.  
 
The village of McBride offers several choices for licensed dining, relaxing coffee house venues, an 
attractive pub and several unique gift/antiques shops.  A unique attraction is the historic train station 
dating from 1913, featuring a bistro/restaurant, local arts and crafts shop and Tourist Information Centre.  
 
Recent initiatives in support of tourism include ongoing development of enhanced trails within the 
village, and the new Gaglardi riverside park with boat launch, interpretive and rest areas.  The interpretive 
area provides information for visitors about the natural habitat as well as the community.  A small, family 
oriented downhill ski area with one chair lift is currently proposed. 
 
McBride is accessible by car, regular bus service, passenger rail, air or via the Fraser River. The 
following table summarizes distance and driving time from pertinent locations: 
 
Location Kilometres  Miles  Driving  Time  
    
Prince George, B.C.  210  130  2 hrs 15 min  
Prince Rupert, B.C.  930  578  11 hrs  
Vancouver, B.C.  776  482  8 hrs  
Kamloops, B.C.  402  250  4 hrs 35 min  
Jasper National Park, AB  166  103  1 hrs 50 min  
Banff National Park, AB  535  333  6 hrs  
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Edmonton, AB  532  330  5 hrs 50 min  
Calgary, AB  578  360  7 hrs  
 
 
 
The following table borrows from the 2010 McBride Economic Action Plan and presents a “SWOT” 
analysis of current strengths and weaknesses of the Tourism industry in McBride and District.  Note that 
many initiatives in the “Opportunities” section of the original document are well under way in 2012, 
demonstrating a positive trend.  
 
Tourism Industry in McBride & District  
 

 
STRENGTHS  

 
• Pristine environment  
• Great snow conditions  
• Network of hiking & mountain biking 

trails  
• Network of snowmobile trails  
• Backcountry skiing  
• Cross country ski & snowshoeing trails  
• Excellent fishing & hunting areas  
• Backcountry hut network  
• Location on Hwy # 16  
• Close proximity to Jasper National Park  
• Accessible by public transportation: rail 

& Greyhound  
• Large, well equipped convention facility  
• Regularly organized social events: 

Pioneer Days, Fall Fair, Music Festival  
• Affordable hotel rates  

 
 
WEAKNESSES  

 
• Lack of stable power  
• Lack of signage at the head of the trails  
• Limited number of hotel rooms  
• Limited services  
• Visual weaknesses on the Main St.  
• Closure of second town site gas station  
• Under-utilized community events venue 

 
 
OPPORTUNITIES  

 
• Development & construction of the 

Village Loop Trail  
• Development of the Gaglardi Park and  

Visitors Stop   
• Regional Boat Launch on Fraser River   
• Development of 3 km, all year round use 

trails along the riverbank and the wetland  
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• Development of the interpretive centre at 
the Visitors Stop  

• Bird viewing trails along the woodlots & 
the Fraser River  

• Proposed Community Ski Hill  
• Proposed Swimming Pool  
• Backcountry Lodge development 
• Attraction of Special Events to Robson 

Valley Community Centre  
 

 
THREATS  

 
• Introduced HST (tax)  
• Annual increases to Carbon Gas Tax  
• Challenging economic environment 
• Declining number of U.S. visitors  
• Reduced promotional budget  

 
 
 
 
2.2 Current Assessment: Residential Development 
 
Attracting new residents is an important strategy in McBride’s Economic Opportunities Plan.  Recently 
McBride undertook two major projects in order to support new residents; a wastewater treatment plant 
expansion and brand new senior citizen housing complex.    The village offers outstanding public services 
and amenities as related to the size of the community.  Services include fire, police, ambulance and 
Search & Rescue.  Public amenities include hospital, schools, recreation centre, community centre, 
playground, ball field and parks.  McBride offers a full service library with a variety of ongoing programs 
and an area museum and archives.   
 
McBride is a community which demonstrates commitment to quality of life for residents.  Ongoing 
efforts to enhance the area and attract new residents include expanding walking trails, new playground 
equipment, adopt a highway program, summer flowers, signage and park areas for residents.  A seasonal 
Farmer’s Market is held weekly in the town centre, and well attended annual events include Fall Fair and 
Pioneer Days. 
 
The Regional District’s Robson - Canoe Opportunities plan also identifies attracting new residents as an 
important strategy.  Specifically, that report identifies a target sector of the population referred to as 
“Lone Eagles” as an area of opportunity.  These typically are mature persons, often free-lance 
professionals who are established in careers and have financial underpinnings.  They are often able to 
generate the income they require outside of the McBride area, and bring their lifetime savings and 
knowledge to invest.  Although employment opportunities are limited and compensation is moderate, this 
group is attracted to McBride’s clean air and water, spectacular mountain and farm scenery, low crime 
rate, local health care, community spirit and outdoor recreation opportunities. 
 
The following table presents a breakdown of age groups within the Village of McBride. (Statistics Canada 
data, 2006) 
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Population Age 

 
Total  

 
Male  

 
Female  

    
15 plus  520  260  260  
16 to 24  80  50  30  
25 to 34  105  70  35  
35 to 64  235  105  130  
Median Age  37.1%  34.1%  40.4%  
% of total 
population aged 
15 plus  

78.8%  77.3%  80.3%  

 
 
 
The following table presents employment activity in the Village of McBride (Statistics Canada 2005-
2006). 
 
Activity  Total  Male  Female  
    
Total Labour Force  490  260  235  
Employed  365  205  160  
Not in Labour Force  115  50  65  
Employment Rate  75.5%  78.8%  68.1%  
 
 
 
The following table presents income data and compares McBride residents to the general population in 
BC. 
 
Median Family Income  McBride  British Columbia  
   
All Census Families (2005)  $60,609  $62,346  
Husband/Wife families  $62,679  $69,207  
Lone-parent families  $25,191  $35,437  
Average after-tax family 
income  

$53,117  $54,737  

 
 
 
2.3 Current Assessment: Agriculture 
 
Agriculture has provided a stable source of income to the McBride area during the past 50 years, and 
there has been relatively little change in the type of products produced.   Crops include fruits and 
vegetables, herbs, ornamental flowers, hay and straw.  Meat products include milk, beef, chicken, eggs,  
lamb, goat and pork. 
 
Currently there is ample farm land available in the area at a comparatively reasonable cost, although there 
has been a trend towards rising land value during the past five years.  McBride and area possesses 
significant farming expertise and labour.  The McBride area produces excellent quality grass and alfalfa 
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hay and it is available at a comparatively low price for those producing livestock.  The growing season is 
relatively short, but fertile soil and sufficient rainfall contribute to productivity without the use of artificial 
irrigation systems. 
 
Although the current focus is on preservation of this traditional part of the local economy, emerging 
trends are increasing opportunities for farming in McBride.  There is increasing demand for fresh, local 
and organic farm products within practical shipping range from McBride.  The emerging market is willing 
to pay for the value-added by natural/organic cultivation, and the production of these crops and related 
food items is becoming increasingly viable.  There is growing demand for medicinal herbs and 
“nutraceuticals”, and growing interest in “heritage seeds” and heritage plant and animal varieties. 
 
McBride hosts a seasonal farmer’s market which provides a sales venue for fresh produce, food items and 
flowers.  Recently a local slaughtering facility has been approved which will greatly improve access to 
meat processing for saleable goods. 
 
A promising new development in the McBride area is a proposed bio-fuel powered greenhouse and 
aquaculture facility.  This plant would produce high quality fresh food items which are increasingly in 
demand in the nearby centres of Hinton, Jasper, Edmonton, Prince George and Kamloops. 
 
 
2.4 Current Assessment: Government Services 
 
The presence of Government Services creates jobs in health care, social services and education.   These 
are relatively well paid positions which have a positive impact on the local economy.   During the past 10 
years the McBride economy has been negatively impacted by consolidation efforts on the part of  
government agencies.  
 
The McBride area has a higher level of university educated residents than average; twice the average of 
the province as a whole.  There is potential to attract new or expanded government offices and new 
residents to the clean, safe and community oriented lifestyle combined with scenery and recreational 
opportunities.  As McBride’s population expands, this becomes more likely. 
 
Some examples of government services currently operating in McBride include Service BC, Hospital and 
Health Clinic, Fire, Police, RCMP, Search & Rescue, Ambulance, Children & Family Services, Court 
Services, Employment Assistance, Elementary and Secondary schools, Area Office, Liquor Branch, 
Provincial Park, Ministry of Forestry and Via Rail Canada. 
 
 
2.5 Current Assessment: Forestry 
 
Economic growth over the last 50 years in the McBride area has been based on the Forestry sector.  As 
recently as 2010,  it was estimated that 37% of the local population is dependent on Forestry sector 
income, although there has been a significant decline in this sector.  McBride and area was assigned a 
level of “most vulnerable” by the province when assessing levels of vulnerability to forest industry 
downturn.  
 
The segment is continuously impacted by shifts in demand, regulation and overall economy.   Currently 
the Canadian forestry industry faces restructuring and has been negatively impacted by US and global 
economic downturn.   In addition, the Mountain Pine Beetle has destroyed an estimated 16.3 million 
hectares of forest across the province of BC.   Fortunately, McBride and area woodlands contain a large 



13 
 

percentage of marketable species in addition to Pine.  Cedar plays an important role in this composition, 
as McBride is located in an unusual temperate rainforest zone. 
 
The McBride area has experienced increased production costs and decreased demand during the past 10 
years, with closure of various forest product industries.  However, shifts in energy policy are opening up 
new opportunities for wood waste, such as wood pellets and bio-fuel driven energy production.  In 
addition Asian markets are expanding and transportation of product to that area has become more 
efficient with the Prince Rupert port expansion and CN’s Trans-modal service.  Demand is increasing for 
value added, hand crafted wood products such as specialty veneers, flooring, log cabin packages and 
furniture. 
 
McBride and area possesses a strong skill set in forestry as well as creation of value-added wood 
products.  McBride has a fully operational Community Forest organization known as McBride 
Community Forest Corporation.  The community forest purpose is to retain revenue from local resources 
within the community, and to use proceeds to benefit the community.    The community forest purpose 
also includes ensuring that local businesses have access to the wood fibre they need at a reasonable cost. 
 
In summary, this sector has experienced dramatic change and the future presents limited, but increasing 
opportunities for innovative use of resources. 
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3. Valemount Glacier Resort Opportunity Assessment 
 
The proposed “Glacier Resort Destination” proposal has gained support from the Province of BC, Village 
of Valemount, and Regional District of Fraser – Fort George, as well as positive response from the local 
public.  Recently a technical team from France visited the site and received a very positive welcome.  The 
preliminary site feasibility evaluation by the technical team was also positive. 
 

 
 
The following summarizes focus, scope and positive attributes of the proposed project: 
 
3.1 Focus 
 
This project focuses on the creation of a year-round, international calibre, skiing, outdoor adventure and  
sight-seeing destination. 
 
 
3.2 Scope 
 
The immediate project scope encompasses building downhill ski runs and a gondola lift operation.  The 
broader scope surrounding the project will result in development of accommodations, dining and 
entertainment venues.  Plans are in place to further develop and expand area trails for snowmobiling and 
summer activities. 
 
 
3.3 Positive Attributes of Proposed Project 
 
Following are the key benefits of the proposed project: 
 

• The glacier based resort development addresses a significant market opportunity and strategic 
direction by providing an international-class alpine destination in BC’s Northern interior.  

 
• The plan clearly aligns with provincial goals of doubling tourism revenues and becoming the top 

skiing destination in North America. 
 

• Depending on completion date, year-round skiing on glaciers represents the first development of 
this kind in North America. 
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• Summer skiing will be offered. 
 

• Winter skiing will feature the longest in-bounds vertical drop in the world. 
 

• The project opens up the possibility of hosting world class competition, possibly at the Olympic 
level.  The project creates potential for hosting Canada Games, provincial and regional sports 
competition. 

 
• The project directly injects investment capital into the region; Capital Budget: $750 – $900 

Million. 
 
 
 
3.4 Potential Benefit to the Robson Valley 
 
Potential benefits to the Robson Valley as a whole include:  
 

• Expanded year-round recreational infrastructure for skiing, hiking, biking, ATV and 
snowmobiling.  Three projects have funding in place (Cranberry Marsh Trail/Boardwalk; Swift 
Creek Trail and Mountain Bike Park; Crystal Mountain Sled-aided Skiing). Capital budgets are 
approximately $100,000 – $200,000 per project. 

 
• Regional Health benefits for all age groups and persons of varying abilities 
 
• Additional tourism which is expected to fan out from Valemount and potentially positively 

impact the Robson Valley from an Economic Development perspective 
 

• Boost to real estate market and property values 
 

• Creation of additional attractions, amenities and marketing exposure  
 

• Creation of new construction jobs, ongoing jobs in the service industry segment (formal 
projections are still under development) 

 
• Indirect tax revenue from local industry, e.g., Property Tax, HST, Corporate Tax, Corporate 

Capital Tax, Development Fees 
 
 
 
3.5 Potential Benefits to the Community of McBride and Area 
 
Potential benefits specific to McBride & surrounding area include: 
 

• Increased tourism and revenue injected by tourists into the local economy 
 

• Increased opportunity for tourism operators; Downhill Skiing, Heli-skiing, Nordic Skiing, 
Snowmobiling, Snowshoeing, ATV, Hiking, Mountain Biking, Rock Climbing, River Boating, 
Rafting, Fishing, Hunting and Horseback Riding 
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• Increased market opportunity in support of current proposal to generate fresh local greenhouse 
produce and aquaculture products using biofuel 

 
• Stimulation to real estate market, increasing property values 

 
• Increased residential population due to tourism exposure and availability of recreation 

 
• Greater potential to attract business investment of all kinds due to availability of world class 

recreational infrastructure 
 

• Greater potential for growth in government sector and employment due to increased transient and 
permanent population requiring services 

 
• Potential spin-off opportunities to host sports competition at the Olympic, Canada Games, 

Provincial, Regional and Local levels 
 
• Increased opportunity in the specialty retail sector  (Opportunities in specialty retail include 

skiing, hiking, hunting, biking, ATV, boating, horseback riding and snowmobiling 
equipment/apparel.) 

 
• Overall marketing exposure and awareness of McBride & area through direct visits, advertising 

and social media 
 
 
 
3.6 McBride and Area Impact Assessment by Tourism Sub-sector 
 
Primary tourism sub-sectors include businesses offering guiding, tours, lodging and outdoor recreation 
opportunities.  Sub-sectors also impacted by increased tourism include Dining/Bars, Specialty Retail, 
Fuel/Mechanical and Food/Grocery. 
   
The following table illustrates McBride’s key tourism sub-sectors and the potential impact assessment: 
 
 
Tourism Sub-
Sector 

Direct 
Impact? 

Impact 
Level 

Forecast 
Annual $$ 
Impact 

Job 
Creation? 

Increased 
Residential 
Activity? 

      
Lodging Y High TBD Y Y 
      
Dining/Bar Y High TBD Y Y 
      
Specialty Retail Y Moderate TBD Y Y 
      
Guiding/Outfitting Y Moderate TBD Y Y 
      
Fuel/Mechanical Y Moderate TBD Y N 
      
Food/Grocery Y Moderate TBD Y N 
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4. Synergies with Key Strategy Documents 
 
4.1 Strategy Document: McBride 2010 – 2015 Economic Action Plan 
 
Although the proposed glacier based ski resort project exerts a secondary impact on McBride and District, 
it generally aligns with strategic objectives addressed in McBride’s current Economic Action Plan, 
released in 2010.  These include: 
 

• Use of local raw materials  
• Employment of local or locally trained workers  
• Use of locally produced goods and services   
• Attraction of new investment to the area  
• Attraction of additional employees to the area 
• Expansion of infrastructure to become ‘investment ready” 
• Improvement of available electrical power to support residential, tourism and business 

growth 
• Use of regional branding to expand marketing and awareness  

 
In the 2010 Economic Development survey 82% of residents responding indicated that “attracting clean 
industry is important”.  The primary impact/result of the proposed glacier development is expected to be 
expansion of tourism.  This result aligns with public input as well as McBride’s Economic Development 
“Vision” Statement. 
 
 
OUR VISION  
 
“To build a legacy for future generations, by creating a healthy and sustainable community 
through a positive economic development attitude where entrepreneurs can flourish, while 
preserving our pristine environment”  
 
 
 
 
4.2 Strategy Document: Robson - Canoe Economic Opportunities Plan 2010 
 
Development of the proposed Valemount glacier based resort generally aligns with the area strengths and 
strategic directions outlined in the Robson - Canoe Valleys Economic Opportunities Plan, a study 
commissioned by the Regional District of Fraser – Fort George. 
 
Synergies exist in the following strategic directions outlined in the Robson - Canoe plan: 
 

• Product Development 
• Regional Branding and Marketing 
• Investment Readiness 
• Focus on “Lone Eagle” Tourism and Residential Sectors 
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The following table presents potential impact of the Valemount glacier based resort development as it 
relates to the Priority Industry Segments identified in the Robson - Canoe Valleys Economic 
Opportunities Plan.  For the purpose of this document, the industry segments are presented in priority 
order based on potential level of impact. 
 
 
 
Industry Segment 
 

 
Level of Impact 
 

 
Growth Factor 

 
Key Impacts 

    
Tourism High High • World class recreation 

• New dining facilities 
• New accommodations  
• New specialty retail 

opportunities 
• Increased visitor volume 
• Injection of tourism investment  
• Support and strengthening for 

existing businesses  
    
Residential 
Development/”Lone 
Eagles” Sector 

Medium Medium • Increased residential moves to 
area 

• Demand for 
recreational/second home 
properties 

• Proximity to world class 
recreation is attractive to this 
sector 

    
Agriculture Moderate Moderate • Increased demand for fresh 

locally grown food products 
• Support for proposed bio-fuel 

driven produce and aquaculture 
facility 

    
Senior Government 
Services 

Moderate Moderate • Increased need for services 
• Lifestyle potentially attracts 

senior government offices to 
area 

    
Forestry Low Low • Minimal impact to this sector 

is anticipated. 
• Potential for visual impact 

conflicts with tourism 
operators 
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4.3  Synergies with Ongoing “Barriere – McBride Regional Economic Development Plan” 
 
One of three new pilot projects currently being undertaken by BC’s Ministry of Tourism, Jobs and 
Innovation, this study examines similarities, linkages and common opportunities from the Barriere region 
north and west to McBride. Synergies between the proposed Valemount glacier based resort and the 
evolving strategies of this new effort include: 
 

• Identifying and leveraging common strengths of the region 
• Regional Linkages, Branding, Advertisement and Awareness  
• Leveraging resources and labour inherent to the region 
• Sustainable planning and development of the region 
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5. Risk Analysis 
 
The following summarizes risks to McBride and area associated with the proposed resort development.  
Further analysis and planning is essential. 
 

 
5.1 Economic Factors 

 
• Real estate development and increasing prices may increase the overall cost of living in 

McBride. 
 

• Escalating real estate values and tourism may make farming more expensive/challenging. 
 
• Expectations of increased tax revenue must be realistically balanced with the potential for 

increased government expenditures. 
 
• Driving distance to Valemount is not economically viable for McBride residents seeking low 

paying service jobs. 
 
• Like other small communities adjacent to the proposed resort, McBride and area lacks the 

financial resources to effectively plan for, and mitigate, impacts and risks. 
 
 

5.2 Social Factors 
 

• Population growth may compromise decision-making influence of established long term 
residents, with their inherent understanding of the community’s traditions and history. 

 
• Development is likely to bring change in the demographic characteristics of the area, e.g.,  

changes in household income, size, age.  More second/recreational home ownership is 
expected. 

 
• In the absence of diligent planning and commitment, the resort development and associated 

increase in visitors and residents could result in loss of focus on culture and history. 
 
• In the absence of diligent planning and commitment, considerable loss of the community’s 

visual identity may be experienced. 
 
• New residents may have values that conflict with established ideas regarding environment, 

family, safety, government etc. 
 
• Growth in population may place a strain on government and social services such as police, 

search & rescue, fire protection, schools, ambulance and hospital. 
 
• Regional hospital facilities, currently located in McBride, may be re-located to Valemount 

due to shifts in population density, causing loss of jobs and services for existing and new 
residents. 
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5.3 Environmental Factors 
 

 
• In the absence of diligent planning, wastewater and water servicing could negatively impact 

the natural environment.  
 
• Increased population and development potentially threatens wildlife habitat and migration.  

This may include already endangered populations. 
 
• Growth in population and tourism may result in increased crime, litter, graffiti, vehicular 

traffic, air pollution and noise level. 
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6. Recommended Strategies 
 
 
6.1 Economic Strategies 
 
 
The following outlines strategies recommended to ensure that McBride and area leverages potential 
benefit from the proposed glacier resort development, and is also able to mitigate the risks: 
 

• Plan and develop Regional, Collaborative tourism promotion.  
 
• Plan and develop specific McBride and area tourism products. 
 
• Focus on attractions and promotions for the “Lone Eagle” tourist, who may become a resident. 
 
• Link McBride promotion with the features and attractions of the Robson Valley region, and 

leverage Robson Valley Branding. 
 
• Identify specific promotional tools to reach international markets. 
 
• Segment and prioritize international markets as they relate to McBride tourism.  
 
• Further develop and promote warm season activities, including mountain biking, hiking, 

horseback riding, river rafting and motorized vehicle trail riding.  
 
• Develop products/offerings that attract families, including family rates, packages and daycare. 
 
• Fully engage local businesses in tourism planning and promotions. 
 
• Continue to provide outreach and support for potential investors. 
 
• Leverage existing attractions such as the Ancient Forest, Walker Rainforest, wilderness trails and 

cabins, river boating and rafting, Gaglardi Eco-park, farm tours, railroad history etc. 
 
• Plan and fully leverage arts and cultural activities to attract tourism. 

 

 
6.2 Social Strategies 
 
The following strategies are recommended to mitigate the more subtle, but important potential impacts of 
new growth on McBride & area’s social character. 
 

• Continue to emphasize and invest in the community’s historic and cultural traditions.  These 
important investments are currently featured in the Official Community Plan (OCP) and financial 
plans. 

 
• Continue to maintain and develop guidelines for residential and business development that 

preserve the visual character and history of the area. 
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• Create and maintain specific heritage and cultural strategies. 

 
• Support designation of historical sites, properties and signage. 

 
• Develop a community guide book explaining the social character, traditions and expectations of 

the community.  This can be made available to new residents, businesses, investors and 
recreational property owners. 

 
• Ensure that the heritage and culture of the community are covered in local/regional primary and 

secondary education curriculums. 
 

• Engage in broad consultation during planning efforts, including First Nations. 
 
 
 
6.3 Environmental Strategies 
 
The following strategies are recommended to mitigate impacts of increased transient and permanent 
population which may result from the proposed Valemount glacier based resort. 
 

• Develop and enforce guidelines for residential and business development that preserve and 
protect the natural history and ecology of the area. 

 
• Leverage proactive planning to mitigate the impacts of increased demand for housing, demand for 

services, waste and vehicular traffic. 
 

• Consider the natural habitat of all plant and animal species in development plans and evaluation 
of proposals. 

 
• Promote anti-litter, energy conservation and environmental awareness in McBride’s educational 

curriculums. 
 

• Promote anti-litter, energy conservation and environmental awareness for adults through signage 
and advertising.  
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7.  Conclusion 
 
 
A conclusion can be drawn that with effective planning, and protection of economy, natural assets and 
culture, development of the proposed Valemount glacier based resort will likely result in generally 
positive impacts to McBride and area.  This impact is expected to be moderate in the first five years 
following construction start, more significant in the following five years and possibly very significant 15 
years following construction.   
 
Further examination is required to ascertain whether the financial benefits will outweigh the financial 
pressures on McBride and similar small communities surrounding the proposed development.  A more 
detailed assessment study is recommended to further define the impacts outlined in this document across 
all communities and First Nations. 
 
The following points are re-emphasized in order to ensure a beneficial outcome for the community of 
McBride and area: 
 
1/ Continue McBride’s focus on important local economic development initiatives, including upgrade of 
power facilities, independent power producers and proposed bio-fuel driven greenhouse and aquaculture 
facility. 
 
2/ Ensure that McBride’s cultural heritage and integrity are prime considerations in planning efforts. 
 
3/ Ensure that environmental factors are of prime consideration in planning efforts. 

 
Finally, it is essential to consider that McBride and the small communities of Crescent Spur, Dome Creek 
and Dunster have little tax base and other income to leverage.  It is therefore necessary to ensure that 
implementation of the strategies recommended in this document is economically feasible.    
 
It is recommended that a designated fund is created as part of the development plan through collaboration 
between the provincial government and the development proponents.  The sole purpose of this fund 
would be to assist small, impacted communities surrounding the development to both leverage benefits 
and mitigate risks associated with the project. 


