PO Box 20129
Fairview PO
Vancouver, BC V5Z 1E0

August 31, 2020
Re: Charge North Level 2 Station Funding Announcement – Key Messages
Q: What is being announced?
On September 1, the provincial and federal governments will announce more than $760,000 in funding
for Charge North – an electric vehicle (EV) charging network which is a community-led initiative that
aims to electrify close to 2,800 km of highway across central and northern BC. The grant will support 55
Level 2 EV station in 25 communities.
Q: What is Charge North?
Charge North is a community-driven, collaborative program between over 40 local governments with
the Community Energy Association (CEA) as project facilitator. It will create an EV charging station
network that connects communities from south of Kamloops to Prince George, along Highway 16 and
onto Haida Gwaii. When fully built out, the network will include approximately 30 x Level 3 stations and
up to 120 x Level 2 stations.
Q: Why is the Charge North being constructed?
New EV charging stations in key locations are based on current gaps in availability and the need to
provide people with clean transportation options, support the clean local economy and reduce air
pollution and emissions. In BC’s rural areas, electrifying transportation is an approach that can yield
significant long-term energy and emissions reductions while promoting local economic development
through EV tourism.
Q: Who is funding the network?
Approximately $345,000 through the Province’s CleanBC Communities Fund and $415,000 through the
Federal Government’s Green Infrastructure Stream of the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program
will support the project. Northern Development Initiatives Trust is contributing $192,000 and
participating local governments are together investing more than $280,000.
Q: What is CleanBC?
CleanBC is a pathway to a more prosperous, balanced and sustainable future. It was developed in
collaboration with the BC Green Party caucus and Andrew Weaver, MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head, and
supports the commitment in the Confidence and Supply Agreement to implement climate action to
meet BC’s emission targets.
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Q: Where will the Level 2 stations to be located?
While final site selection has not been completed/confirmed, the preliminary locations of 55 Level 2
chargers includes the following communities:
Local Government

# of charging
stations

North Coast Regional District
Village of Masset
Queen Charlotte City
Prince Rupert
NCRD
Kitimat- Stikine Regional District
Terrace
Kitimat
Stewart
Village of Hazelton
Nisga’a Nation
Bulkley- Nechako Regional District
Smithers
Burns Lake
Granisle
Stellat’en First Nation
Houston
Vanderhoof
Fraser-Fort George Regional District
Prince George
McBride
Valemount
FFGRD
Cariboo Regional District
Quesnel
100 Mile House
Thompson Nicola Regional District
Ashcroft
Barriere
Logan Lake
Sun Peaks

1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
5
2
1
1
1
1
2
10
2
1
5
2
2
2
2
2
2

Q: What is a Level 2 station?
All EVs can plug into Level 2 chargers. They are the most common public charger and would be the type
you would typically install at home or at work. They require 240 V, similar to your clothes dryer, and
deliver an 80% charge in approximately four to six hours.
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Q: Why not install Level 3 stations which are faster to charge?
Level 3 stations (also called Direct Current Fast Charging stations or DCFCs) provide on-the-go charging
for an 80% charge in approximately 30-40 minutes, depending on the type of EV. They are quick stops
on main routes and essential to traveling the long distances between communities in central and
northern BC. In the Charge North region, DCFCs are being installed by both BC Hydro (in communities)
and the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) in provincial rest areas. Since 2018, there
have been 18 new DCFC stations installed and nine more are currently in the planning phase. Each
station costs approximately $100,000 and are owned and operated by either BC Hydro or MOTI.
Most of the local economic benefits to communities will be the result of Level 2 stations—the ‘stop and
shop’ stations. While they are a slower charge, they open a community up as a ‘destination’. EV owners
generally charge at home, but when on vacation use charging stations while they recreate, eat, and
shop. Level 2 stations will hold visitors for up to four to six hours in a location, facilitating economic and
tourism benefits. They provide important back up to DCFC stations and ensure all types of EVs have
access to public charging. Charge North is leading the installation of Level 2 stations, by working directly
with local governments.
Q: How will the station sites be selected?
An effective EV network includes station sites that provide local community benefit, are conveniently
sited for both visitor and local resident use, and are part of a well-planned network that provides
reliable travel to and within the region. Level 2 stations are best suited for plug-in, while visiting shops,
cafes, sites, hotels, etc. or for residents while at work and therefore need to be in walking distance of
community amenities; approximately 300 to500 meters is best. A list of priority sites provided by each
participating community will be assessed for technical and financial feasibility and a final site selected.
Q: When will the stations be installed?
The participating communities will work together with the project manager, Community Energy
Association, in an effort to install the stations by Summer 2021. A Request for Proposals and site
planning will take place in Fall/Winter 2020, followed by site assessments and installation in
Spring/Summer 2021.
Q: Who will own the stations?
Level 2 stations cost approximately $15,000 - $18,000 to purchase, install and connect to a network.
These will be owned and operated by each of the participating local governments.
Q: How will we know stations are live and ready for use?
We will be providing regular updates via our participating communities. For the latest information on
charging station availability, please visit www.plugshare.com.
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Q: Will there be a charge to use the Level 2 stations?
Whether or not drivers will pay to use the Level 2 stations will be a decision for each participating local
government. Level 2 stations use a small amount of electricity and most communities do not charge
drivers at Level 2 stations. There is little revenue associated with it and they would rather have tourists
actively choosing to charge at their station. For example, the average cost of a Nissan Leaf is
approximately $0.50 for one hour of charging.
Q: Do EVs work in the winter?
Yes! EVs work fine in cold weather. It’s true that because the drive battery is used to heat and cool the
cabin, an EV’s range will be reduced in very cold or very hot weather. However, there are several ways
to mitigate the loss of driving range in extreme cold. For example, you can preheat your vehicle while it
is plugged into the grid. You can also equip your EV with snow/stud tires just like your gas car. EV station
locations in the Charge North network are planned with local geography and climate in mind.
Q: Who is Community Energy Association?
CEA is a member-based, non-profit organization working since 1995 at the community level to reduce
emissions, conserve energy and progressively transition to a low carbon, resilient economy. Learn more
about CEA at https://www.communityenergy.ca/
Q: What is CEA’s role in the project?
CEA is responsible for project management and coordination of the Level 2 network implementation in
collaboration with the participating communities. CEA has worked with the Charge North communities
since 2018 on the planning and feasibility study for the Charge North network.
Quick Funding Facts:





Number of stations: 55
Number of grant participating local governments: 25
Total project budget: $1.2 M
Funding Partners: 4 sources

Source
Province of BC
Government of Canada

Amount
$345,000
$415,000

Northern Development
Initiatives Trust (NDIT)
Local governments

$192,000

CleanBC Community Fund
Investing in Canada
Infrastructure Program
Strategic Initiatives Fund

$280,000

25 local governments
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