THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF MCBRIDE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 11, 2017

REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 7:03 p.m. by Mayor Loranne Martin
THOSE PRESENT

Mayor Loranne Martin
Councillor Harold Edwards
Councillor Lucille Green
Councillor Rosemary Hruby
Councillor Rick Thompson

STAFF

Chief Administrative Officer Kelley Williams
Finance Officer Claudia Frost

MINUTE TAKER

Municipal Advisor Isabell Hadford

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

10 members

1st

INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS, if any:
Moved that the items listed on the Late Items Agenda be accepted as presented.
Green/Edwards
CARRIED
RES: #010411.17

2nd

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Moved that the Agenda be approved as amended.
Thompson/Green
CARRIED
RES: #020411.17

3rd

READING AND APPROVING OF THE MINUTES:
Moved that the Minutes of the March 28, 2017 Regular Council Meeting be amended on
page 2 of the “Petitions and Delegations” section 4 to change “is” to “it” in the last line, and
that the minutes adopted as amended.
Green/Thompson
CARRIED
RES: #030411.17
Moved that RES #050204.27 on page 2 of the minutes of the April 2, 2017 Special Council
Meeting be amended to read “Moved that the “seat rates” be amended to read “the rate per
multiple of 10 sets hereafter be removed from all items where it occurs”, and that the
minutes be adopted as amended.
Green/Thompson
CARRIED
RES: #040411.17
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Motion that RES #010604.17 of the Minutes of the April 6, 2017 Special Council Meeting
be amended to read “amended 2017 Fees and Charges Bylaw” and that the minutes be
adopted as amended.
Thompson/Hruby
CARRIED
RES: #050411.17
4th

PETITIONS AND DELEGATIONS:
a) Dr. Darwyn Coxson, Ecosystem Science and Management Program with the
University of Northern British Columbia provided a slide show presentation on the
Ancient Cedar Forest Trail (Chun T’oh Whudujut Inland Rain Forest) (the AC Forest)
located 94 km. west of McBride on Highway 16. The AC Forest is a protected site and
Dr. Coxson has applied for the AC Forest to be included on the Tentative List towards
becoming a World Heritage Site. The decision as to whether the AC Forest will be
included is to be made in December 2017. The AC Forest will achieve international
recognition as a major tourism site if it is listed. The challenge will then be to ensure
that site is not degraded by the increased tourism.
Dr. Coxson outlined next steps for the people involved in the AC Forest to include
addressing the information gaps for World Heritage Site proposal, and to continue
ownership and involvement of local communities—BC Parks and Caledonia
Ramblers. Dr. Coxson introduced Noel Senior and Dave King who worked built the
boardwalk and 2.5 kms of trail. Dr. Coxson thanked the McBride Community Forest
Corporation for being one of their major sponsors. Up to 100 passenger vehicles and
14 RVs can be accommodated in the parking lot. There were 15,500 visitors to the
AC Forest in 2016 and there may be well over 20,000 visitors in 2017. The current
work plan/management plan includes footbridges to be replaced; a picnic shelter,
decks, fencing, and platforms to be built; restoration of damaged areas, interpretive
signage; and installing non-slip material on the walkway. Dr. Coxson hoped that the
Village of McBride will benefit from the AC Forest and responded to questions from
Council. He thanked Council for last month’s letter of support for NDIT funding
application. His goal today was to keep Council in loop so everyone knows what’s
going on in the future.
b) Elks/Royal Purple Lodge – Kathy Molendyck appeared before Council to request
funding to upgrade the fencing at Bill Clark Memorial Park in time for Pioneer Days
to be held June 2-4, 2017 (a six-week timeline). She asked that golf netting be put up
around the field by the end of April to catch the fly balls that may go over the fence.
The netting is estimated to cost $2,400 and the Village has a number of 20’ poles
stored in the Public Works yard that can be used to hang the netting. Kathy also
asked that Council consider a long term solution to the safety of the field and budget
replacing the old fence with new chain link fencing (estimated to be $9,000), upgrade
the baseball playing field and existing bleachers.
Marty Kelly spoke about working 20 years as a player and coach for old and young
players and attended the meeting to support the Elks request.
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Noah Janeke also spoke supporting the Elks request and suggested building new
back-to-back ball diamonds to attract teams to play ball in McBride. He felt the
current ball field is too small for adult players.
Moved that the Elks/Royal Purple request for funding to put up poles and netting
around Bill Clark Memorial Park in time for the June 2-4, 2017 Pioneer Days be
forwarded to Administration for follow-up and an estimate of costs to come back to
Council by April 18th.
Martin/Thompson
CARRIED
RES: #060411.17
Administration was requested to add a cost towards long-term upgrades to Bill Clark
Memorial Park in the 2018 budget.
c) Elks/Royal Purple Lodge - Kathy Molendyk advised that the Elks intend to submit a
proposal for the 2017 BCAA Play Here Contest to upgrade the Bill Clark Memorial
Park. Up to 3 grants are available to upgrade play areas. The Elks have plans drawn
up and cost estimates obtained to take this on.
Moved that the Village of McBride write a glowing recommendation and support for
the Elks/ Royal Purple for their application to the 2017 BCAA Play Here Contest, and
that the Village grant permission for the Elks to use the Bill Clark Memorial Park
(Village property) to update the existing facilities in the event they are successful.
Hruby/Green
CARRIED
RES: #070411.17
5th

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PRESS –None

6th

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
a) Council Procedure Bylaw
Council members reviewed the changes that they wish to make to Council Procedure
Bylaw 759.2.2015 and gave the updated bylaw a new number.
Moved that Council give first, second and third reading to the Council Procedures Bylaw
771.2017.
Thompson/Hruby
CARRIED
RES: #080411.17
CAO Williams noted that Public Notice is to be given between third reading and final
adoption of this bylaw.

Village of McBride Minutes of Regular Council Meeting held April 11, 2017

Page 4 of 7

b) Northern Development Initiative Trust Grants – Posting for the Community
Economic Development Coordinator position
Moved that Council receive the Administrator’s report concerning the Community
Economic Development Coordinator (CEDC).
Thompson, Hruby
CARRIED
RES: #090411.17
c) Federal Gas Tax Strategic Priorities Fund
Administration awaits Radloff’s confirmation of, and discussions concerning shelf ready
projects to rehabilitate the storm sewers on 4th & 5th Avenue.
d) Board of Variance Bylaw No. 758, 2015
Administration is reviewing and correcting any errors, as well as editing for clarity the
Board of Variance Bylaw and will send for professional review before presenting to
Council.
e) 211 Main Street - On April 10, 2017 a proposal to contribute $500 toward sidewalk
repairs was received from Mr. Peterson. CAO Williams noted that the estimated cost to
undertake the repairs would be $5,000 to $7,000. Council felt that a proposal to cover
one-third of the costs would be more appropriate and requested the CAO to follow up
with Mr. Peterson.
f) Fees & Charges Bylaw 2017
Moved that Council reconsider and adopt the Village of McBride Fees and Charges
Bylaw No. 768.2017.
Green/Thompson
CARRIED
RES: #100411.17
g) 211 Main Street
Moved that Council approve the Encroachment Agreement (Licence to Occupy) between
John Peterson and the Village of McBride.
Green/Edwards
CARRIED
RES: #110411.17
h) Enerficiency Consulting Feasibility Study
CAO Williams indicated that, in order to finalize the grant process, comments are needed
from Council on the McBride Maintenance Building Study of Alternative Heat and
Energy Sources. Council members appreciated receiving the study, however were
disappointed that the outcome indicated that biomass and photocells are not feasible on
the Village’s building located at 600 NW Frontage Road.
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REPORTS:
a) Councillors
Councillor Green reviewed her written report.
Councillor Thompson encouraged people to visit the website and to read both of his
reports and updates on the fire at the BKB Cedar Mill.
Councillor Hruby had attended the same meetings as other Council members and
thanked the Municipal Advisor for the Mayor and Councillors’ Handbook. She
indicated that the Chamber of Commerce is looking to schedule a meeting with
Council.
Councillor Edwards had attended the same meetings as other Council members, some
of them by phone links.
b) Mayoral
Mayor Martin provided a written report and noted she had attended the same
meetings as other Council members. She also provided a written report on the BKB
Cedar Mill Fire. She was impressed with Robson Valley Support Services for quickly
getting their feet on the ground to coordinate benefits to the members of the
community. An announcement about the successful recipients of the Canada 150
grant program for BC Museums was received: McBride $20,000 and Valley Museum
$24,900.
c) Administration – report will be brought forward on April 25, 2017
d) Finance - Reporting focus on Budget and Five Year Financial Plan
e) Public Works - Boil Water Notice Report – need backflow prevention valve.
Discussion held about removal of boil water notices. Report supporting Agenda Item
4 (b) Elks and Royal Purple Delegation was also received from Public Works.
Motion that Council receive the above reports for information only.
Hruby/Thompson
CARRIED
RES: #120411.17
Moved that Council extend the meeting time beyond the designated time of 9:30 p.m.
Hruby/Green
CARRIED
RES: #130411.17
f)

Report re Council Activities – Municipal Advisor Hadford presented a Report to
Council on open and transparent governance.
Moved that the Council of the Village of McBride commits to:
a) promoting an open and transparent governance process where the public has an
opportunity to hear Council’s views, and
b) to discussing Council business at the Council table rather than outside of a
meeting called by Council.
Martin/Thompson
CARRIED – Opposed Thompson and Hruby
RES: #140411.17
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CORRESPONDENCE:
A) REQUIRING ACTION
a) Eileen MacDonald, Robson Valley Chapter of the Backcountry
Horseman Society of BC
Moved that a letter be sent to the Robson Valley Backcountry Horseman trail
supporting their grant request for a feasibility study to develop local trails for
outdoor recreation use.
Edwards/Hruby
CARRIED
RES: #150411.17
B) INFORMATION ONLY – In binder on back side table for meeting, at reception thereafter.
a) Community Futures, Beyond the Market April Newsletter
C) OUTGOING
a) J. Peterson, Yellowhead Realty – Request for cost share breakdown regarding
removal and replacement of sidewalk in front of 211 Main

9th

BYLAWS/PERMITS/POLICIES: See item (f) under Unfinished Business

10th

NEW BUSINESS:
a) Regional District Fraser Fort George Invoice for By-Election
Moved that the Regional District of Fraser Fort George By-Election Invoice #9990 in
the amount of $13,316.08 be paid in full.
Hruby/Edwards
CARRIED
RES: #160411.17
b) McBride Elks and Royal Purple Beer Garden
Mayor Martin advised of a potential conflict of interest due to her employment with
the BC Liquor Control Branch, and left the meeting. Acting Mayor Harold Edwards
assumed the Chair.
Moved that the McBride Elks and Royal Purple application to hold a Beer Garden on
June 3, 2017 from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM, and on June 4, 2017 from 11:00 AM to
8:00 PM be approved.
Hruby/Green
CARRIED
RES: #170411.17
Mayor Martin returned to the meeting and assumed the chair.
c) CAO Position Recruitment
Moved that Council receive Administration’s report regarding recruitment for the
Chief Administrative Officer position.
Thompson/Green
CARRIED
RES: #180411.17
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Moved that Council accept the resignation of the CAO Kelley Williams effective
May 30, 2017 and thank her for all her hard work over the past two years.
Green/Edwards
CARRIED
RES: #190411.17
Administration was directed to advertise for the position of Chief Administrative
Officer as soon as possible.
11th

IN CAMERA MEETING
Moved that under Section 90 (1) (c) of the Community Charter “(c) labour relations or
other employee relations”, the Council of the Village of McBride go to an In Camera
meeting.
Thompson/Hruby
CARRIED
RES: #200411.17 Time 10:05 pm

12th

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Councillor ________________ at ______PM

Certified Correct:

____________________________________
Mayor Loranne Martin

_______________________________
Minute Taker

