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THOSE PRESENT:   Vincent de Niet 

David Marchant 

Nadine Shovar 

    Larry Stamm 

    Rick Thompson 

Ken Starchuck 

Allan Frederick 

    

STAFF:    CAO, Sheila McCutcheon  

     CEDC/Minute Taker, Karen Dubé 

                

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 12:05 p.m. by Chair Rick Thompson.             

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

 

1st INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS: None. 

  

2nd APPROVAL OF AGENDA:     

                                                                                         

Motion that the Agenda for the January 6, 2020 Broadband Committee meeting be approved as 

presented. 

Starchuck/Marchant 

Carried 

Res:  #010106.20 

  

3rd  READING AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES:    

 

Motion that the Minutes of the November 4, 2019 Broadband Committee Meeting be approved as 

presented. 

Stamm/Marchant 

Carried 

Res:  #020106.20 

 

4th UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

A) Update on Grant Funding Application to NDIT and TANex Proposal – CAO McCutcheon 

 

 CAO McCutcheon reported that NDIT has pulled Phase 2 Connectivity Funding (feasibility 

funding) to enhance the program. The Program will reopen by February 1, 2020. Sheila will meet 

with Joel McKay and discuss Phase 2 funding opportunity.  

 

TANex made the requested changes to their proposal. Rick Thompson forwarded a copy to 

committee members and recommends they review the proposal. Once the Phase 2 criteria have 

been updated, TANex can make changes to the proposal as needed. 
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NDIT Phase 3 funding for broadband infrastructure project has an initial deadline for February 

15, 2020. Feasibility study should be completed ahead of any applications for broadband 

infrastructure funding. Typically the funding is available until exhausting, giving McBride time to 

work with NDIT to prepare a strong application in future. 

 

Sheila noted that the Village will likely work in consort with the Village of Valemount and 

RDFFG on regional applications for broadband infrastructure projects and funding. 

 

Motion that the Committee and NDIT meet in person or by conference call at next month’s meeting 

to discuss Phase 2 funding as it relates to the TANex proposal.  

Starchuck/Frederick 

Carried 

Res:  #030106.20 

 

5th NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A) NetworkBC Contact – Howard Randell 

 

Discussion regarding role of NetworkBC and what support this organization can bring to the 

Committee.  

 

Motion that the Committee contact Howard Randell and invite him to attend a committee meeting to 

outline how NetworkBC can assist us in our endeavours.  

Thompson/Starchuck 

Carried 

Res:  #040106.20 

 

B) Regional District support for improved broadband in Robson Valley 

  

 CAO McCutcheon met with Jim Martin in mid-December. The RD has not yet been able to make 

headway with regards to expanding broadband in the Robson Valley. The RD is pleased that 

McBride has made so much progress along this path to date, as this helps the RD. The RD will 

provide the matching funds required from the Village for the NDIT Phase 2 feasibility study 

grant. Sheila has sent to Jim everything that the Village and Committee have done to date 

regarding broadband. The RD IT department will review the TANex proposal and provide 

feedback. Sheila also forwarded to the CAO of Valemount to keep them in the loop. This is the 

beginning of the 3 bodies working together. 

 

 Councillor Frederick noted that broadband will be on the next RD agenda. 

 

 The Committee will look to inviting someone from the RD IT department in future to speak with 

the Committee on this topic. 

 

 Discussion regarding role of TELUS as the backbone to any fibre based broadband service 

expansion in the Robson Valley and whether the RD has any influence on their operations locally.  

CAO McCutcheon noted that the RD has a relationship with ABC Communications in Prince 

George. There may be other companies that can work with Telus on behave of the Village or 

Committee. ABC worked with Telus on the Mackenzie broadband expansion project. Sheila 

noted that the local Telus manager could be invited to a committee meeting. 

 

 David Marchant noted that he made progress with Telus after contacting Shirley Bond. 

 

C) Committee role and next steps 
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CAO McCutcheon reviewed history of Council’s intent to form a Standing Committee of Council 

for Broadband in 2018 that ended with no response to advertising for committee members. In 

Council’s 2019-2021 Strategic Plan and discussions at UBMC, the Village picked this up again to 

form a committee. 

 

The Committee is here to do the work outlined in the Committee Terms of Reference with 

support from administration. Once the NDIT Phase 2 grant is approved and TANex begins their 

work, the Committee can work closely with TANex around the community engagement piece to 

ensure best possible outcomes. 

 

Role of Committee will evolve. First time for the Village to work in this way with a Standing 

Committee. 

 

Discussion regarding possible ISP partners in addition to Telus such as Monashee and ExplorNet 

who now has a technician on the ground in Valemount. 

 

Suggested that the Committee issue a news release or some kind of communication outlining the 

work of the Committee to keep Robson Valley Residents in the loop. CAO McCutcheon suggests 

that there could be a page on the Village website dedicated to Committee work. 

 

Discussed that broadband is an economic driver and quality of life issue. 

 

CAO McCutcheon suggested that Committee invite ISP representatives to meet and discuss 

interest and intention to provide broadband in the area. 

 

Rick Thomson suggested that TANex, in their feasibility study, will identify other ISP options for 

the Committee to explore. The Committee can then tell the ISP providers “what we want and how 

can you provide it?” 

 

Discussion about the need for feasibility study. Study and resulting deliverables are a requirement 

for any future broadband funding. 

 

Revisited that the goal is to improved broadband for population both inside and outside of 

McBride, particularly to those who have limited or no access to any or affordable broadband 

which is now an essential service. 

 

CAO McCutcheon noted that the application for feasibility funding will go in as soon as NDIT 

reopens the grant. The Committee can be a key player involved in the TANex feasibility study, 

working on each stage of the process with TANex as community champion. 

 

Group noted that while the end goals and outcomes may be foggy and unclear now at the 

beginning of the process, as we move forward, things will become more clear and focussed. The 

TANex report will be the starting point for much of the Committee’s work moving forward. 

 

 

7th ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 Motion to adjourn by Nadine Shovar at 1:08pm, January 6, 2020. 

Res:  #050106.20 


